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An old neighborhood
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stablished in the 16th century just beyond Madrid’s medieval
town walls, Lavapiés has a long history as an outlier. But
now this multicultural neighborhoeod is gaining insider
status. Immigrants frem Africa and Asla, as well as voung
drawn by the relatively cheap rents, have ereated a vibrant melting
pot where travelers can find Senegalese restaurants
and trs

ards

bic teahouses,
{itional tapas hars within blecks of one another. Colorful

murals along the narrow, winding streets are the main artraction
for grathti tours lik iven by MADRID STREET ART PROJECT'S
SAFARIS URBANOS. A former tobacco factory has been transformed
into a community center, LA TABACALERA, hosting exhibitions,
lectures, and debares, while the NATIONAL FILM INSTITUTE (FILMOTECA
ESPANOLA) nffers screenings at the ous 1923 CINE DORE movie

hose

theater. A burgecning café culture includes institutions such as the
H6-year-old art nouveau CAFE BARBIERI and trendicr upstarts like
PLANTATE. Either makes an excellent refueling stop befcre browsing
the wares ar Spain's largear flea market, ELRASTRO, on Sundays,
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In LaLatina
neighborhood,
El Viajero serves
tasty tapas on its
rooftop (left).
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