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TL Hotels is focused on 
giving our esteemed 
guests a unique and 
luxurious experience 
whilst anticipating their 
needs and leaving them 

with treasured memories. Visit any 
one of our hotels around the world 
and you’ll enjoy world-class amenities, 
facilities and services. The location of 
our properties is also carefully chosen 
to enhance your stay, whether you’re 
looking to connect with an authentic 
side of Bali or syncing with London’s 
kinetic pace.

This issue we celebrate a new 
addition to the YTL Hotels portfolio 
– The Westin Perth – situated at the 
rejuvenated east end of Perth’s CBD. 
The hotel sits in the city’s historic 
heart, comprising a rich collection of 
heritage-listed architecture, cultural 

Y

hubs and artistic avenues. The 
Westin Perth is the cornerstone of 
Hibernian Place, an inviting central 
plaza of manicured lawns and mature 
trees surrounded by a thoughtful 
mix of trendy eateries, cafés and 
rooftop bars that pay homage to  
Western Australian gastronomy.

Cameron Highlands Resort in 
Malaysia, famed for its cool weather 
and colonial architecture, is set 
amidst lush rolling hills, blanketed 
by tea plantations and strawberry 
fields. Such ideal weather makes the 
resort the perfect base for leisurely 
treks through the area’s many nature 
trails. Upon your return, visit the  
Jim Thompson Tea Room for a 
sumptuous treat: warm scones, clotted 
cream and the resort’s own strawberry 
jam alongside a spot of tea.

Surrounded by the powder-white 
hills of Hokkaido, the ski-haven of 
Niseko Village welcomes skiers as 
the snow starts to fall. The culinary 
bounties of this beautiful northern 
Japanese region are numerous: 
artisanal cheeses, potato miso ramen, 
a unique soup curry and many more 
delicacies are documented in this 
issue. After a day of rigorous skiing 
and sightseeing, cosy up at a teahouse 
with a hot cup of matcha or at Tomioka 
White with fine Japanese whisky.

Wherever your adventure may find 
you at one of our hotels and resorts 
around the globe, you can be certain 
you’ll be immersed in the vibrancy of 
the natural environment and cultural 
heritage of the region. We do hope 
you enjoy it.
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name familiar to both Malaysians 
and Australians, Diana Chan rose 
to fame when she became the 
second Malaysian to win MasterChef 

Australia in 2017. She quickly built a name for 
herself in Melbourne and Kuala Lumpur, thanks 
in part to her inventive Malaysian approach to 
contemporary cuisine, creating fusion fare that 
hits home for many in the two cities.  

The bubbly MasterChef’s four-day visit to 
Kuala Lumpur included a stop at the Starhill 
Culinary Studio to hold a masterclass with the 

culinary students of YTL International College of 
Hotel Management. 

The students even joined Diana on stage, 
creating one of her signature dishes – seared 
eye fillet with lotus root crisps, enoki fries and 
miso butter. 

Eager to inspire, Diana also took the chance to 
share her journey from starting as an accountant 
to now-aspiring restaurateur. 
 
For more information, please visit  
www.starhillgallery.com

A

Diana Chan, MasterChef Australia 2017 
winner, visits Starhill Culinary Studio to 
impart cooking wisdom to students at YTL 

International College of Hotel Management.

Words Tien Chew

a worthy 
homecoming

Diana Chan  conducting a masterclass with students at the Starhill Culinary Studio in Starhill Gallery, Bukit Bintang.
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The WesTin PerTh’s enTrance and lobby  
is boTh grand and Welcoming.

The Westin Perth welcomes guests with luxury accommodation,  
five-star amenities and a dynamic city location.

life feature

o the east of Perth’s briskly paced 
CBD is The Westin Perth – a tall, 
elegant tower in Hibernian Place, 
which houses 368 guestrooms, all 
of which offer a level of five-star 
service that sets a new standard of 

hotel sophistication in Western Australia’s capital. 
Since the property first opened, The Westin’s Six 
Pillars of Wellbeing – Sleep Well, Eat Well, Move 
Well, Feel Well, Work Well, and Play Well – have 
been at the heart of everything it does, with the 
aim of leaving guests feeling better than when 
they arrived.

The hotel is located in Perth’s historic heart, a 
rich concentration of heritage-listed buildings 
and culture- and arts-related venues. It’s only a 
10-minute walk from Elizabeth Quay, two minutes 
to the shopping precinct and a brisk 900-metre 
walk to the Art Gallery of Western Australia.

SenSe Of ArrivAl 
The Westin Perth’s entrance and lobby is both 

grand and welcoming; an aria of soaring ceilings, 
with an inviting feeling. As with the rest of the 
hotel, natural light pours through huge windows, 
while its neutral colour palette is a nod to Western 
Australia’s landscape, allowing natural textures 
of timber, sandstone and leather to shine. The 
neighbouring Haven Lounge is spacious and 
very stylish, with lofty ceilings and comfortable 
couches, flowing outdoors to terrace seating 
overlooking the central square, an ideal spot for 
high tea.   

T

Slumber On DOwn 
Generous proportions take the lead in the 

design of The Westin Perth’s guestrooms, starting 
from the 42-square-metre Deluxe Room which 
comes with a refreshing walk-in rain shower, White 
Tea amenities and the famous Westin Heavenly 
Bed. The latter, made exclusively for Westin 
Hotels & Resorts, comes with a plush, pillow-top 
construction, into which every weary traveller will 
be glad to sink. 

Those who’ve arrived in Australia from the far 
side of the world will welcome small, thoughtful 
touches that encourage recovery from jet lag such 
as the Westin Sleep Well Lavender Balm – a roll-
on blend of lavender and chamomile essential oils 
to soothe tense nerves. Guests feeling peckish in 
the wee hours of the night can also take comfort in 
the Westin Sleep Well Menu: a selection of sleep-
enhancing superfoods available on the hotel’s in-
room dining service.
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life feature

preserved and regenerated space, bringing what 
was once a community hall for the Irish Catholic 
community back to life in a unique way. 

The multi-faceted Hibernian Place contains a 
curated mix of appealing venues: Offshoot coffee 
roastery by Mary Street Bakery, Huxtaburger from 
Melbourne, Middle-Eastern-inspired rooftop 
restobar Hadiqa, Japanese whisky haven Goody 
Two’s and Western Australian food-focused Arthur 
& Co.

At the heart is Central Plaza, an inviting 
2,000-square-metre space which includes a 
rooftop garden, water feature, mature trees, 
manicured lawns, Wi-Fi hotspots and stylish yet 
comfortable timber and stone furniture. The 

area also has the capacity to host corporate and 
private functions, and will feature a calendar of 
exciting city events throughout the year.

The Westin Perth’s location makes it accessible 
to the many highlights in and around Perth, such 
as the Northbridge nightlife and entertainment 
districts, Kings Park or Rottnest Island – home of 
the Quokka (which is just a boat ride away). It’s 
just as ideally placed as a starting or finishing 
treat for guests keen to venture to the Swan Valley 
vineyards and the unforgettable wineries and 
beaches of Margaret River.

For more information, please visit 
www.westinperth.com

The mulTi-faceTed hibernian Place conTains  
a curaTed mix of aPPealing venues.

Garum is housed in the historic Hibernian Hall in Perth City’s East End.
Facing page: the Bodhi J Spa specialises in nurturing therapies such as reiki and chakra-balancing.
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The luxurious rooms provide guests with a retreat  
that includes iconic views of Sydney Harbour.

trained under the legendary Paul Bocuse. The 
restaurant’s Braised Darling Downs Wagyu Beef 
Cheek is a favourite, while the Signature Oysters 
are among the freshest produce you will taste. 

You won’t have to venture far for some of the 
most sought-after dining experiences in Sydney 
as the harbour area hosts some legends in 
Australia’s culinary scene. Aria offers a bucket list 
dining extravaganza with a delicious degustation 
menu, paired with great views and unimpeachable 
service. Bennelong by renowned chef Peter 
Gilmore is another beautiful place for a meal, 
housed under the post-Brutalist arches of Sydney 
Opera House. Other particularly delicious options 
include Mr Wong’s for Peking duck, Bar Patrón for 
authentic Mexican and Café Sydney for cocktails. 

Shopping 
Circular Quay is only minutes away from some 
of the city’s best shopping spots. Walk along 
the water and head to The Rocks, which was the 
first European settlement in Australia. Its historic 
cobbled streets are full of heritage buildings and 
shopping pursuits. The Rocks Markets are held 
every weekend and are chock-a-block with unique 
Australian craft products. On Fridays, The Rocks 
Foodie Market offers artisanal foods to tempt 
your taste buds. With other shopping centres 
such as Pitt Street Mall, Bondi Junction and QVB 
mere minutes away from the hotel, you can be 
sure that your retail therapy needs are well and 
truly satisfied before heading back to the comfort 
of your room.

www.marriott.com/sydmc

life feature
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repare to be somewhat run off 
your feet when you step outside 
Brisbane Marriott Hotel – not 
because it’s surrounded by the 
hustle and bustle of the city, but 
simply due to the fact that there’s 

just so much to keep you entertained. During the 
hours when you’re not taking in scenic views of the 
Brisbane River from within your five-star retreat, 
the hotel’s ideal location makes it incredibly easy 
to venture to and from Brisbane’s hottest spots. 

There are rugby matches at Suncorp Stadium 
or music festivals and expos galore at Brisbane 
Showgrounds to get your blood pumping as 
well as a terrific selection of boutiques and retail 
outlets at Queen Street Mall should shopping be 
your cardio of choice. 

Closer still is South Bank, considered the cultural 
epicentre of Brisbane and boasting 17 hectares of 
thriving green parklands, four key dining precincts 
and a range of events throughout the year.

The Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of 
Modern Art, collectively known as QAGOMA, is a 
must-visit destination for even the most reluctant 
gallery-goer. Its vision to be the leading institution 
for the art of Australia, Asia and the Pacific has led 
it to amass more than 17,000 works of historical, 
modern and contemporary art – much of which may 
be viewed for free in its permanent exhibitions. 

P 
Indulge in an intimate meal at the private dining area of your 
Presidential Suite (above) or enjoy al fresco dining at M Deck 

overlooking the river (below).
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s far as afternoon delights go, 
what better way to spend those 
languid hours than at the elegant 
and refined Lobby Lounge of  
The Ritz-Carlton, Kuala Lumpur 
with a deliciously traditional 

English afternoon tea set in front of you? It’s 
arguably one of the finest traditions that Malaysia 
inherited from the British Empire, with the taking 
of tea at around four in the afternoon and the 
addition of indulgent extras such as scones, finger 
sandwiches and pastries.

This charming pastime, thought to date back to 
the English aristocracy of the 19th century, is still 
honoured at many YTL Hotel properties, not least 
The Ritz-Carlton, Kuala Lumpur. Its afternoon 
tea experience is one that plays by time-tested 
rules: a glorious array of loose-leaf tea, scones 
accompanied by clotted cream and preserves, and 
a tea set stacked high with handcrafted offerings. 

Your selection of tea can be tailored to both your 
own tasting preferences as well as the flavours 
presented in your tea set – a task with which 
any of the Lobby Lounge’s staff will readily assist 
you. While the menu runs the gamut from exotic 

A fruit infusions to an artfully matured imperial 
pu-erh from Yunnan, a perennial favourite is  
The Ritz-Carlton, Kuala Lumpur’s signature blend 
of Chinese tie kuan ying, a green oolong with 
marvellously round, creamy notes. 

Those in a celebratory mood should opt for the 
Champagne Afternoon Tea, which includes two 
glasses of rosé champagne. For those who wish 
to appreciate the vibes of the Lobby Lounge’s 
resident quartet, choose the slightly more sedate 
Traditional English Afternoon Tea, which comes 
with all the works. 

If the idea of a three-tiered tea set seems a 
little too intimidating, guests with slightly less 
hearty appetites are encouraged to enjoy a more 
modestly sized Cream Tea Set for Two, consisting 
of freshly baked scones still warm from the oven, 
clotted cream, preserves and a choice of loose-
leaf tea. Similarly, a Savoury Set for Two comprises 
a variety of delicate pies and quiches plus loose-
leaf tea – although if the mood strikes you, a glass 
of rosé champagne is always on the menu.

 
For more information, 
please visit ritzcarlton.com/kualalumpur

Words Renyi Lim
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stay at The Ritz-Carlton, Koh Samui is all 
about being spoilt for choice – where 
to eat, where to sunbathe or how many 
spa treatments to have, for instance – 
and nowhere is that more true than at 
Villa Kasara, the grandest of the resort’s 

175 suites and pool villas. Spread over 225 square metres 
and two floors, this three-bedroom villa can comfortably 
accommodate a maximum of six guests. It is located at the 
very centre of the 23-hectare estate and yet remains the 
epitome of tranquil, elegant tropical living. 

Each bedroom – two with a king bed and one with two 
queen beds – has its own natural stone-designed bathroom, 
with an expansive interior housing a separate bathtub and 
shower, a double sink and an abundance of mirrors, all bathed 
in natural light. Look a little more closely and the subtle but 
luxurious details become increasingly apparent, from the 
Purple Water-scented bathroom amenities by Asprey to the 
lightweight cotton bathrobes in The Ritz-Carlton’s signature 
powder blue.

An enormous living room adds to Villa Kasara’s appeal 
as the ideal option for large groups or families visiting 
Koh Samui, as does an impressively sized 60-square-metre 
private swimming pool, around which an outdoor dining 
area, sun loungers and an outdoor shower are arranged. 

A Sweeping views of the resort and the bay are visible from 
numerous points in Villa Kasara, but the standout viewing 
platform is on the rooftop terrace, which really is nothing 
short of spectacular. 

The villa comes with complimentary butler service to ensure 
that every guest’s stay remains effortlessly enjoyable. Upon 
request, it’s possible to call for in-villa spa treatments from 
the resort’s nearby Spa Village Koh Samui and a poolside 
barbecue with the freshest Thai seafood. Those inclined to 
get on the water may charter The Ritz-Carlton’s speedboat 
or Lumba-Lumba yacht for anything from an excursion to 
the nearby island of Phangan to a VIP snorkelling tour in 
Angthong National Marine Park.

It only takes an evening soaking in the sunset or a morning 
spent marvelling at the dawn sky to understand why the villa 
is also a popular venue for small private events: a soirée, a 
special celebration or even an intimate wedding. 

Such occasions can easily be arranged by The Ritz-Carlton, 
Koh Samui’s events team or wedding advisers, leaving 
celebrants free to mingle with their guests and delight in 
the ambience of this particularly special setting – as, indeed, 
anyone who steps into Villa Kasara rightly should. 

 
For more information, 
please visit www.ritzcarlton.com/kohsamui 
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viSible from numerouS pointS in villa KaSara.
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An executive room at The Hague Marriott and Kurhaus.

89
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These riTuals uTilise BriTish organic producTs  
in an array of spa TreaTmenTs and Therapies.

Words Tien Chew

t Monkey Island Estate, The 
Floating Spa by Spa Village rests 
on the River Thames’ tranquil 
waters in the village of Bray. 
Anchored at the private seven-
acre Monkey Island, it is housed 

in a bespoke barge that recalls the floating 
apothecaries with elixirs and panaceas offered 
by 17th-century Augustinian monks. The spa – 
sporting royal blue livery – employs the ancient 
healing rituals of the monks who once inhabited 
the island. These rituals also utilise British organic 
products in an array of treatments and therapies. 

The Monk’s Elixir, the spa’s signature 90-minute 
treatment, is crafted around the three Bs: booze, 
botany and beauty. The treatment begins with an 
experience called Elixir Tasting, a guided age-
old custom examining the colour, aroma, texture 
and herbal notes of monk-brewed herbal tonics 
intended as an aperitif; choose from Chartreuse, 
D.O.M Benedictine or Frangelico. With a new 
sense of inner warmth, you then relax into a full 
body massage set to the gentle swaying of calm 

A waters. Your skin will be anointed with a house-
cured herbal oil infused with arnica, angelica and 
melisse, designed to soothe the mind, while long 
deep strokes work the infusion into your muscles. 
To finish, packs made from herbs grown in the 
hotel’s experimental teahouse are placed on 
joints to relieve stiffness, improve mobility and 
encourage periods of contemplation.

Inspired by the spa’s riverine surroundings, The 
Floating Massage – the other of its two signature 
treatments – is specifically conceived to undo 
deep-seated muscular tension. An aqua-cushion 
treatment bed – customised for this therapy – 
sets the stage for a 60- or 90-minute session. As 
you float on a cloud of warm water, intended to 
perfectly cradle and support your body, fluid and 
rhythmic movements are gently delivered to lull 
you into a state of deep relaxation. Pain-relieving 
essential oils of arnica, ginger and rosemary, assist 
with pressure release.

 
For more information, please visit 
www.monkeyislandestate.co.uk
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